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Water Supply Planning and Analysis
• Regulatory Framework & Updates
• Technical Assistance to Localities
• Surface Water Modeling
• Virginia Annual Water Resources Report
• State Water Resources Plan (2020)
• Water Supply Data Management 
• Drought Monitoring and Assessment
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Background 
• 1999 – 2002 drought
• Local and Regional Water Supply Planning 

Regulation (2005) (9VAC25-780)
• Plan submitted and reviewed (2008-2013) 
• State Water Resources Plan (2015)
• 5-year Data Updates (2017-2018) 
• State Water Resources Plan (2020) 
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Water Supply Planning Regulation



Original Water Supply Plans (2013*)

• Original Plan Elements
oExisting sources, water use, and resource conditions
oProjected demand (2040)
oWater management activities
oDrought response and contingency plans
oStatement of need 
oAlternatives Analysis 
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2008 – 2011 Water Supply Planning Areas



Legislative Mandates 

HB542  (2020)

River-basin approach

Water supply risks

Stakeholder 
involvement

HB1297 (2022)

Localities can request 
reassignment to adjoining 
Regional Planning Area

HB2095 (2023)

Distinct Potomac River 
Source Regional Planning 
Area

Metro Washington 
Drought Plan
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Current Regional Planning Areas (RPAs)



RPA Reassignments

• 10 requests, 10 approved 
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Reassigned Regional Planning Areas (RPAs)(June 2025)

12



Key Requirements of Updated Regulation

• Requires that localities plan regionally & assigns planning areas
o Based primarily on river basin, common water supply sources, and/or 

existing/planned cross jurisdictional relationships
o Mechanism to request reassignment 

• Facilitates increased participation in plan development of stakeholders and 
public

• Creates requirements for the identification of water supply risks and 
strategies to address those risks

• Revises the water supply plan development, submission, and review 
procedures to align with the new requirements, and

• Clarifies the roles and responsibilities of localities, stakeholders, and the 
Department

• Specifies distinct RPA for Metro Washington Drought region 



Navigating 
the Water 
Supply 
Planning 
Regulation
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Process Since Effective Date



Coordination

• RPU Contacts
• 25 Kickoff Meetings

oLocal government representatives, 
PDCs, advocacy groups, water 
users, interested public

o2-hour meetings
 Background
 Plan Elements
 DEQ Resources
 Next Steps
 Q&A
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Resources for Plan Development

• DEQ webpages
• Data deliverables
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Guidance Document

• Formal comment period 
open through 10/8
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Resources for Plan Development
Funding

• General Assembly 
appropriated $462,000 in 
grant funds for first two 
years of water supply plan 
development

• $231,000 available for 
FY2026

• Applications open 9/29
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Plan Development Timeline

Kick-off 
Meeting

Coordinate 
with RPU 
Members

Consult and 
coordinate 

with 
stakeholders

Compile 
Local data 

and narrative
Plan 

submission 
October 2029

DEQ 
Resources

Regional data 
and analysis
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Plan Review and Update Timeline

DEQ reviews Plans for 
compliance, publicly 

notices tentative 
decisions

90 days from submission

5-year data review         
and update

10-year plan           
submission date
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Questions?

Hannah Somers
Water Supply Planning & Analysis, 

Manager
Hannah.somers@deq.virginia.gov

(804) 814-2780

mailto:Hannah.somers@deq.virginia.gov
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